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DATE: March 15, 2007  REASON: 
 Information  

 Approval TO: Todd Hileman 
 Review/Comments 

 As Requested x 
FROM: Don Owen   Other 
  

RE: Library Update 
  

I attended the regular construction-related Library Board meeting on March 1, 2007.  The 
primary topic was PSA Dewberry's review of the two conceptual site plans and the associated 
conceptual building elevations with the Board and public. 
  
Prior to the presentation, an administrative item was covered regarding the scheduling of the 
workshop with the Plan and Appearance Commissions – Thursday, March 22 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Maynard Room of the Library was selected.  This voluntary step was described as being very 
important to obtain early feedback from the Village so that clear planning direction can be given 
to the architects as they proceed with design documents. 
  
PSA Dewberry has developed two conceptual plans for an approximate 93,000 square foot 
building oriented on a north-south axis across the former Post Office and Epco sites.  The 
concepts are almost identical, with the exception of the northern end of the building (refer to 
Attachment).  Option A slightly encroaches in the 100' Lehigh right-of-way because the building 
has an extra 27' long, two-story "bay" (if you can imagine the north-south oriented building 
sliced up like a loaf of bread, an extra slice would be similar to a bay) at the north end and as it 
approaches where Lehigh curves slightly westward, the northeast corner encroaches slightly.  
Therefore, they designed Option B with one less bay and a single-story semi-circle element 
protruding from the building north into the park.  Summary comments are: 
  

 Parking is planned in three locations:  surface parking south of Glenview Road in their 
existing lot (51 spaces), surface parking that is planned where the current library is 
located (50 spaces), and underground parking beneath the southern half of the building 
and beneath the 50 surface parking spaces (130 spaces), for a total of 231 spaces. 

  
 Access to the parking from Washington is planned where the current alley north of the 

existing library is located (moved away from the Washington/Glenview intersection at 
our request) and the ramp to the underground parking is located in the middle of the 
parking field oriented on an east-west axis.  There is a drop off at a center and east point 
in the parking lot to enter the library. 
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 Prairie Street is shown as a cul de sac about halfway down the street from Washington 

with a one-way, southbound entry into the library parcel (along the western face of the 
building), which serves as a delivery point, book drop-off area, and customer service 
window.  There is a 30-45 degree, northeast oriented pedestrian connection from the cul 
de sac to the Jackman Park Bear statue area to serve as a kiss-and-ride drop off 
connection to METRA.  NOTE:  PSA met with Chuck Balling and his Park District staff 
on February 28th and received positive feedback and general support. 

  
 The key points of the building include:  materials are planned as a stone base with brick 

sides; the style of the building takes much of its character from the Richardsonian design 
of the Park District headquarters and the METRA station -- the primary feature is the 
double gabled roofline at a height of 55' which could serve as third floor expansion 
space; all four sides of the building have ample quantities of vertical windows; there are 
several eyebrow windows along the outer sides of the gabled roofs to add light; there 
are two large skylights (one along the east-west lobby and a very large one in the middle 
of the building that is planned to provide light through to the first floor because of 
openings planned in the second floor at this location); the north-south oriented building 
(on the Epco and Post Office sites) starts on the south end with a high ceiling, single 
story space for the cafe and meeting rooms; as you move north there is a two-story, east-
west oriented lobby that runs the width of the building to provide entrances from the 
western parking lot and Lehigh; then the rest of the two-story building is north of the 
lobby -- this design helps control access to the building and allows the main library to be 
closed while evening programs or meetings continue to the south of the lobby; there is a 
curved design element along Lehigh to relate to the curving of Lehigh which helps break 
up the massing; the north face has the optional shorter bay and single story, half circle 
element. 

  
 Discussions regarding expansion opportunities included adding more space to the north 

(room for approximately 12% more space), using the gabled roof areas as third floor 
expansion (especially on the western roof over the admin space) in lieu of open ceiling 
area, building on top of the meeting space on the southern end of the building, and 
constructing underground parking under the entire building instead of just the southern 
half to allow more expansion opportunities on the surface lot to the west which would 
not have parking built underneath it in this alternative -- they have not addressed cost 
implications at this time. 

  
 Some general concerns were:  will traffic exiting the parking lot get backed up on 

southbound Washington?; how can the entry be more prominent?; how can the southern 
part of the building be improved (they liked the majority of the building design but did 
not like the treatment of the cafe and meeting room space)?; can additional stone be used 
on the second story? 

  
To get a sense of the Board, Trustee McGuire, the chairman of the Building Committee, asked 
for a straw poll of preference between the two options with 6 voting for Option B and Trustee 
Winton wanting more information on the tradeoffs for expansion opportunities.  Generally, 
they like this option because the single-story half circle element (probably a children’s reading 

 2



 

area) addresses the park better, it breaks up the northern facade and provides more interest to 
the Prairie Street “streetscape,” and it provides an opportunity for rooftop outdoor reading area 
(both plans have this feature but Option B brings the area closer to the park). 
  
The Fundraising Committee provided a quick update that they had met with 3 fundraisers and 
will meet with 3 more; they have met with Representative Coulson and will continue to pursue 
state funding assistance.  They have asked PSA to provide flexibility in the design to add space 
if fund-raising in the amount of approximately $3 million is successful. 
  
Lastly, they discussed cost as it relates to the current schedule.  Randy Gibson said he prefers to 
deal with cost/budget implications very early in the process and will develop updated cost 
estimates after the March 22nd workshop because this should be the time when he has 
concurrence between the Library and Village on the concept plan. 
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